
 RELEASE
Contact:  Tom Williams, Mid-America Paleontology Society— (815) 228-5083; Paleotom234@comcast.net
Immediate  

EVENT: 
Mid-America Paleontology Society (MAPS) 42nd Annual Fossil Expo – the largest fossil-only show in the world. Dealers/Exhibitors from across the U.S & beyond. 
DATES:
Oct. 22-24, 2021. 
PLACE:     MAPS EXPO takes place at the Orr Building on the Illinois State Fairgrounds, Springfield, Illinois.  The Friday night Keynote address and a Pre-EXPO non- MAPS sanctioned motel show on Thursday take place at the Northfield Inn, Suites & Conference Center, 3280 Northfield Dr. Springfield, IL.  The Saturday night live auction is at the Ramada Inn, next to the Northfield Inn.

TIME:
Show: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sunday (limited dealers on Sunday)
ADMISSION:  $2 adults, ages 12-18 $1 , under 12 free     Children must be supervised.
PROGRAMS: 
 At The  Northfield Inn:
Friday, October 22, Keynote Address by Dr. Dennis Kolata 
5:45 p.m.      “The Platteville Formation Fauna of the Upper Midwest U.S. - A Snapshot of the Great Ordovician Biodiversification Event ”
The Upper Ordovician (Turinian Stage) Platteville Formation of the upper Midwest USA consists primarily of pure to shaley limestone and dolostone ranging in thickness from 6 to 42 m. The formation is exposed in numerous roadcuts, natural exposures, and quarries in northern Illinois, northeastern Iowa, southeastern Minnesota and southern Wisconsin. The Platteville contains a diverse, abundant and locally well-preserved assemblage of macrofossils including sponges, corals, bryozoans, brachiopods, gastropods, bivalves, cephalopods, trilobites, ostracodes, echinoderms, and macroalgae as well as a microfauna of conodonts, foraminifera, and scolecodont-bearing polychaetes. The Platteville also contains a diverse assemblage of trace fossils. 

In many respects the Platteville Formation is an archive of information bearing on the taxonomic, ecologic, and morphologic diversity that peaked between an earlier Ordovician faunal radiation and the end-Ordovician extinction event. This remarkable fossil record offers an excellent perspective on the so-called Great Ordovician Biodiversity Event recognized as one of the most rapid, long-sustained bursts of biotic diversification in the history of marine life on Earth (Webby et al. 2004). 

Many Platteville fossils were described in pre-20th century reconnaissance reports commissioned by the state geological surveys of Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. A drawback to understanding the documented faunal composition of the Platteville Formation is that many of the fossils are described and illustrated in diverse monographs and shorter papers spanning over 150 years and published by a variety of organizations. Many of these publications are difficult to find in libraries and are not available online. Furthermore, they tend to focus on specific phyla rather than the overall faunal associations. An added drawback is that many early publications lack high resolution photographs making it difficult to compare and to contrast fossil specimens.

The geologic setting and fossils of the Platteville Formation in the upper Midwest USA are featured in Bulletin 108 of the Illinois State Geological Survey published in August 2021. 

At The Orr Building:
Friday, October 22:

11:45 a.m.  “Stump the Experts- Bring your fossils to ID” 

Someone will be available at a table near the registration desk at 11:45 Friday and Saturday for fossil ID  
1:00 p.m. John Catalani: “An Introduction to the Ordovician”
The Ordovician Period experienced the greatest increase in diversity of all time. Changes in Ordovician Classification technique, particularly the use of K-bentonite beds, will be discussed as will Ordovician tectonics and paleogeography. A brief description of the Great Ordovician Biodiversification Event (GOBE) as well as possible causes will be presented. Examples of fossils from each of the four major divisions (Ibexian, Whiterockian, Mohawkian, and Cincinnatian) of the Ordovician will be shown. The program will conclude with a discussion of the end-Ordovician glaciation and possible causes as well as the two pulses of the end-Ordovician Extinction and Silurian recovery.
2:30 p.m. Tom Williams: “Upper Ordovician Crinoids”           .
Saturday, March 30: 
10:30 a.m.  Ray Webber: “An Historical View of Paleontology in Delta County, Michigan U.S.A.” 
  Delta County, along the northern shore of Lake Michigan in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, has an unexpectedly fascinating history of paleontology in a region that’s better known for igneous rocks, minerals, and mining for copper and iron ore. Its sedimentary rock formations, from the Ordovician and Silurian Periods, are highly fossiliferous and have been investigated ever since the mid-19th Century. Even though fossils can be readily found throughout the county, the Escanaba River area and Stonington Peninsula in particular have yielded many extraordinary specimens. An examination of Delta County’s paleogeography, stratigraphy and lithography, along with the paleontologists who visited and explored within its borders, reveals how much the importance and general awareness of its rich Ordovician fossil record has increased over the span of nearly a century. 
11:45 a.m.   “Stump the Experts- Bring your fossils to ID”
Someone will be available at a table near the registration desk at 11:45 Friday and Saturday for fossil ID  
1:30 a.m. Dan Cooper: "Saving fossils for future genrations- Really?"  

Sunday, March 31:

1:00 p.m. Jim Preslicka: "Devonian Fossils  of  Independence.IA"  

LIVE AUCTION:  Ramada Inn
5:30 p.m. Saturday, October 23 

Approximately 80 fossils and fossil-related items will be auctioned. 

Special Auction Item : Dinosaur Dig Trip, offered by Paleo Prospectors, to South Dakota, Wyoming or North Dakota for the summer of 2023.  Minimum bid has yet to be determined. Keep almost everything you find (up to $4000).  Pick from three week-long sessions in June or July. More information on the trip can be found at http://www.paleoprospectors.com. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Orr Building
· Silent Auctions Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

· Children’s Activities 
MAPS is a non-profit organisation of amateurs and professionals from across the U.S. and several 

other countries whose love of fossils brings them together.  The purposes of the organisation are to 

promote popular interest in the subject of paleontology and to encourage the proper collecting, 

studying, and preparation and displaying of fossils, and to assist other individuals, groups, and 

institutions interested in the various aspects of paleontology.  For more information about the EXPO or 

our club please visit our web site at www.midamericapaleo.org.

                                                      INFO ON DENNIS KOLATA
Dennis Kolata is a retired research associate at the Illinois State Geological Survey. After receiving his B.S. (Biology and Chemistry) and M.S. (Zoology) at Northern Illinois University, Dennis earned his Ph.D. (Geology) at the University of Illinois, Champaign/Urbana. He has conducted research on the tectonic history of the Midcontinent USA, stratigraphic and structural framework of the Illinois Basin, distribution, and event stratigraphic significance of Ordovician and Silurian K-bentonites in North and South America and northern Europe, and Paleozoic echinoderms. The current focus of his research is on the geologic setting and paleontology of the Upper Ordovician Platteville Formation in the upper Midwest USA.
                                                         INFO ON JOHN CATALANI
John taught high school Earth Science for 32 years before retiring in 2004. From 1995 until it ceased publication in 2011, he authored the “An Amateur’s Perspective” column for the newsletter magazine of the Paleontological Research Institution, American Paleontologist. John has several publications including one on Upper Mississippi Valley nautiloids and several with Robert Frey on Platteville Group Nautiloids. He has also presented many programs to clubs and at PaleoFest at the Burpee Museum in 2010.       fossilnautiloid@aol.com;  

                                                            INFO ON TOM WILLIAMS
Tom is a geology graduate of Western Illinois University and later received a Master of Science in Geohydrology at Illinois State. He has worked for 30 plus years as a geologist for Soil Testing Services Consultants, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency and as a part time instructor at Illinois State in Geologic Environmental Classes. He has contributed articles to several MAPS digests and is currently Show Chairman for EXPO. He has specialised mostly in collecting Crinoids in the Mississippian Chesterian age since 1980, contributing knowledge and some important specimens while collecting with other researchers. In 1998 he worked with Dennis Burdick on a major crinoid dig in the Chesterian of Alabama which uncovered many important specimens including whole plates up to five ft by five feet with some specimens having stems five to six feet long. A fossil trip with Paleoprospectors resulted in finding a thirty foot Tylosaur poriger in the Kansas chalk of Nebraska and a second trip two years ago yielded a Cretaceous fossil flowering plant that may be used for research. 
Paleotom234@comcast.net
                                                       INFO ON ROY WEBBER
     Roy P. Webber has always held an interest in things prehistoric. Roy lived in a number of states during his youth, such as Maryland, Oregon, Ohio and Michigan, before arriving in Birmingham, Alabama as a teenager (where he graduated from high school and also attended Auburn University).  A love for fossils began when he found a partial trilobite in a parking lot across the street from his Ohio home in 1969. Living in Escanaba, Michigan as an adult, this activity was placed on the back burner until about five years ago; he decided to immediately renew his childhood passion. After first making contact with the APS in 2016 and later attending several meetings, he joined the group in 2019. Roy is the author of the best-selling book “The Dinosaur Films of Ray Harryhausen”, published in hardcover by McFarland & Co. in 2004 (softbound version 2012); a second edition will be available in a couple of years. He and his book have been featured several times on the MeTV Network “Svengoolie” program. On local television, he helped arrange two episodes of the WLUC-TV outdoor show “Discovering” that featured Joe “PaleoJoe” Kchodl (and also appeared briefly in each). Other activities in Escanaba included participation on City advisory boards as an appointed official; these include the Traffic Safety Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning Commission, and the Library Board of Trustees. Another group he participated with is the Bay Sages, a senior education group which (in pre-COVID-19 times) held monthly meetings at Bay de Noc Community College.                                                         

                                                             INFO ON DAN COOPER
Dan Cooper was born and in raised in the greater Cincinnati area that allowed access to the excellent collecting locations of the Cincinnatian strata. Applying many of the techniques and experiences from his profession as an Aerospace Engineer, he has successfully collected, donated, and contributed scientifically to the science of trilobites. He has co-authored several scientific publications and has donated thousands of specimen to universities, museums and other scientific institutes. He has collected over 20,000 trilobites from his Mt. Orab, Ohio property purchased in 1982. He along with Tom Whiteley also rediscovered the famous soft body Triarthus collected in the late 19th century and assisted the American Museum of natural History and the Smithsonian in adding thousands of specimen to their collections.


